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world agree that carbon dioxide is a 
global warming gas, and it does stand 
to reason that if you double the 
amount of this global warming gas, 
you could have problems in your cli-
mate. And, unfortunately, the evidence 
has become more and more disturbing. 

Just last week, the Goddard Space 
Science Department at NASA came out 
with a new report authored by lead au-
thor James Hansen that said, ‘‘If global 
emissions of carbon dioxide continue to 
rise at the rate of the past decade, this 
research shows that there will be disas-
trous effects, including the increas-
ingly rapid sea level rise, increased fre-
quency of droughts and floods, and in-
creased stress on wildlife and plants 
due to rapidly shifting climate zones.’’ 

This is not a quote from some fellow 
living in a tepee. This is NASA. The 
agency that sent an American to the 
moon has been looking at what is hap-
pening right here at home on Earth 
and has concluded that, indeed, we 
have trouble; and what is very dis-
turbing is that the most recent science 
has been more disturbing. 

We were briefed by Dr. John 
Schellenhuller, who is the lead sci-
entist in Europe on this subject, last 
week, who told us about the increasing 
melt in the Arctic that has increased 
in severity, about the melting tundra. 
The rate of the melt of the tundra is 
melting much more rapidly than was 
anticipated even a year ago; and, of 
course, that can release methane gas, 
which is even 16 times worse for global 
warming than even carbon dioxide. My 
local scientists at the University of 
Washington in Seattle have confirmed 
these findings. 

So, basically, we have got an issue 
that we have got to deal with. And 
right now there really is a race going 
on in the world of tipping points. These 
scientists have told us that we are ap-
proaching tipping points where the cli-
mate can tip into regimes where we 
would have uncontrollable global 
warming and that that could happen in 
as short as shortly after the next dec-
ade. 

But we have another tipping point 
which we believe we are about to cross 
over here in Congress, and that is a tip-
ping point where the U.S. Congress will 
tip from sort of an approach of the os-
trich, where we had our head in the 
sand, to tip over to the approach of the 
American eagle, where we will have a 
new vision about a new clean energy 
technological future for this country. 

So we are here tonight to say that 
that new approach of optimism is one 
that will prevail starting next Wednes-
day when the Energy Subcommittee in 
the U.S. Congress will start discussions 
about a new clean energy future for 
this country. 

I will be introducing a bill in about a 
week called the New Apollo Energy 
Act, which will come forth with a 
whole suite of ideas about how to adopt 
new clean energy solutions. And, of 
course, we call it the New Apollo En-
ergy Act because we think what Ken-

nedy believed about America, which 
was that we were the greatest innova-
tion country in the world, is something 
that we have got going for us. So we 
should use our technological genius 
just like we did when we went to the 
moon. 

So before I yield to Mr. CLEAVER, I 
want to talk about why I have opti-
mism about our ability to skin this 
cat, why I believe we can dramatically 
reduce our carbon dioxide emissions 
and dramatically tell our grand-
children that we are going to use our 
know-how to solve this problem. And 
the reason I am confident about this is 
that in the last year I have been doing 
a rather intensive review of the tech-
nology that we hope to bring to bear on 
this subject and I have been getting to 
know the Americans really across the 
country who tonight are inventing new 
technological solutions so we can move 
forward on clean energy. I just want to 
mention a few of them. 

First, there is a company in Massa-
chusetts called the A123 Battery Com-
pany. I love the number. A123 Battery 
Company. And they have developed a 
lithium ion battery which is so power-
ful that basically in the size of about 
two or three shoe boxes you could put 
it in your car, which they are prepared 
to do this fall, and turn your hybrid car 
into a plug-in hybrid car. And I drove 
one actually, a converted plug-in hy-
brid that I drove around the capital a 
few weeks ago. This battery is so pow-
erful that you will be able to plug in 
your car, drive it for 20 to 40 miles just 
on electricity, no gasoline. Then after 
40 miles you use gasoline and you will 
get over 150 miles a gallon on either 
your ethanol, eventually, once it is a 
flex-fuel, plug-in hybrid, or your gaso-
line. Now, that is a heck of a deal for 
Americans for your first 40 miles to 
have zero carbon dioxide coming out 
your tailpipe. A123 Battery Company. 

The second company called 
Nanosolar. Nanosolar is a new com-
pany in California that has developed a 
photovoltaic cell, a solar cell, which 
uses nanotechnology to dramatically 
decrease the manufacturing costs and 
the costs of solar energy. And they are 
going to make a solar cell that is 1/50 
as thick as the current silicone-based 
solar cells. It is called thin cell tech-
nology. 

A third company, Ausra Company, a 
former Australian company that has 
been moved to the United States that 
has breakthrough technology on solar 
thermal where you use parabolic mir-
rors to concentrate the sun’s rays to 
heat gas to 1,100 degrees and turn a tur-
bine, again, dramatically potentially 
reducing the cost of solar energy. 

So I wanted to first start our discus-
sion with the context of great Ameri-
cans doing great things in energy, and 
here are three companies moving for-
ward. And to continue this discussion, 
I want to yield to Mr. CLEAVER, who 
has been a great leader on these energy 
issues fresh in Congress. I would like to 
yield to him for his perspective on our 

ability to move forward in global 
warming and clean energy. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from 
Washington for all the work that he 
has done on this very important issue. 

I agree with Mr. INSLEE that this 
problem we face is not irreversible. 
However, time is not on our side. Al-
most exactly 7 days ago, I was in 
Greenland, and on the front page of to-
day’s Washington Post is a picture of a 
harbor at Illulissat, Greenland. This is 
about 170 miles north of the Arctic cir-
cle. And for those who might want to 
go to the Washington Post Web site or 
if you have a Washington Post, you 
will see blue waters. 

Now, on the surface, pardon the pun, 
it would appear that this is normal. 
However, the Greenlanders explained 
to our delegation, which was led by 
Speaker PELOSI, that under normal cir-
cumstances at this time of the year 
this area is completely frozen. In fact, 
they say that their ancestors at this 
time of the year would get on the 
water, which was, of course, frozen 
solid, and go to Canada to get lumber 
to bring back to build houses. And they 
would travel on the water that is fro-
zen with their dogs pulling their 
sleighs. 

Now, I went out in a boat out to an 
iceberg which was melting. There are 
53,000 people who live in Greenland. I 
did not have the opportunity to speak 
with 53,000, but I can tell you with no 
fear of contradiction that every person 
we spoke with from Greenland spoke to 
us about their fear of what is hap-
pening to their native land. These are 
not politicians. These are not sci-
entists. These are not college profes-
sors. All they know is that never dur-
ing their lifetime have they seen the 
kinds of things that they are wit-
nessing now. 

For example, they speak now of the 
fact that their animals can actually 
graze longer. Now, I never saw a tree in 
the entire country of Greenland, but at 
a very short period of time during the 
summer grass does grow. Greenery does 
appear on the landscape. And what the 
natives are telling us, the Green-
landers, is that their animals can graze 
much longer today than their ances-
tors and the ancestors before them had 
ever reported. So this means that 
something dramatic has happened to 
the climate. 

I was told that just 15 or 20 years ago 
at this time of the year people who had 
automobiles could drive out into the 
harbor and drive around to other vil-
lages along the coast of Greenland. 
Today, it is blue water. This is blue 
water. 

Well, maybe to people who are watch-
ing they are saying, well, so the water 
is blue around Greenland. Well, the 
danger, of course, is that the fact that 
we are seeing a melting down of the 
Greenland ice sheet means that the sea 
levels would inevitably, unavoidably, 
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